Oral pigmentation: case report and review of malignant melanoma with flow charts for diagnosis and treatment.
The color of the human oral mucosa is not uniform. Chromatic variations can occur, depending on the degree of keratinization, melanogenic activity, number of melanocytes, vascularization, and type of submucosal tissue. If a pathological pigmentation is suspected, its benign or malignant nature will guide the treatment plan. This article presents a rare case of malignant melanoma of the anterior maxilla with asymptomatic palatal pigmentation and regional lymph node metastasis. Flow charts for the diagnosis and treatment of pigmented lesions (with special emphasis on treatment of primary and metastatic melanoma) are included.